Sebaceous carcinoma in patients receiving long-term immunosuppresive treatment: case report and literature review.
Sebaceous carcinoma (SC) is a very rare and aggressive malignant skin cancer that appears to occur with a greater frequency in the clinical setting of chronic immunosuppression; however, it is not reported in the literature as frequently as is squamous cell carcinoma (SCC). We report 2 cases of SC in organ transplant patients from clinical and histopathological points of view. A 48-year-old patient after 3 renal transplantations (1986, 1986, and 1998) was presented to the Dermatology Department in 1999 because of a papillomatous lesion along her right upper eyelid. The lesion was excised. Histopathologically, it was diagnosed as a SC. There was no lymphovascular invasion and no metastasis; therefore no other treatment was included. No symptoms of recurrent disease were present 14 years since diagnosis. An 87-year-old patient after a renal transplantation in 1989 was referred to dermatologist in 1993 because of the lesion on his right temple. The lesion was excised; histopathologically, it was diagnosed as SC. Because of metastatic disease, he had a course of radiotherapy to the right side of the neck. The immunosuppressive drugs azathioprine and cyclosporine A were reduced. The patient died of metastatic disease 1 year later (3 years since diagnosis). Both patients had very high cumulative UV exposition during their lifetimes, and many skin cancers were diagnosed, especially SCC. It is necessary to realize that this cancer occurs more frequently in organ transplant patients, and its correct diagnosis is an essential issue because it has significantly more aggressive behavior than does SCC. In the 2 presented patients, we observed very rapid progression of disease. Despite aggressive treatment and reduction of immunosuppressive drugs, the second patient died 3 years after diagnosis. Regular dermatological follow-up is required in the population of organ transplant patients to identify all skin tumors in the early stage.